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What is Earth Day? How has renewable enerqy grown?

Sparked by an historic oil spill in California, and inspired by the Globally, energy production from renewable sources has
Vietnam anti-war movement, the first annual Earth Day in 1970 increased dramatically over the past few decades, more than
saw demonstrations across the USA against the environmental doubling in the last fifteen years. Wind and solar, in particular,
damage of industrial development. The theme for 2025 is Our have seen an acceleration. Around a sixth of global energy now
Power, Our Planet, inviting us to support renewable energy.! comes from low-carbon sources.?
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What has happened to fossil fuel use? What is the future of renewable energy?
The benefits of renewables have mostly been felt in Falling costs and better energy storage solutions should accelerate the

electricity production, with transport and heating harder | | deployment of renewables.* However, if global energy demand

to replace. More importantly, global energy demand has continues to increase even faster, this capacity will remain an add-on
increased faster than new renewables capacity. This to the use of fossil fuels rather than a replacement. The rise of energy-
means that fossil fuel use, and the carbon emissions that | | intensive Al models over the past few years is a reminder that it may
drive climate change, continue to increase year-on-year.? | | be naive to expect a natural limit to our energy demands.
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